Brief comment text:

I am pleasantly surprised that RM-11708 has advanced to this level for consideration. I use my amateur radio aboard my 47ft power boat mostly in the inside passage between Olympia Washington and Skagway Alaska. We boaters refer to ourselves as marine mobile. My radio is often my only connection to receive comprehensive weather forecasts, and email. 90% of my boating area have no cellphone service or any access to the Internet. RM-11708 would allow me to utilize Pactor 4 on my amateur radio.  I ask the FCC to approve RM-11708 and the benefit that cruising boater would receive from faster data both transmit and receive.

Thank you for considering this, to me, vital improvement to my communications requirements.

Patrick Harman
KG7NST
